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Philippians 3:18-21 “For many, of whom I have often told you 
and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross 
of Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and 
they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. But 

our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that 
enables him even to subject all things to himself. (ESV)

Luke 14:12-24 “He said also to the man who had invited him, ‘When you give a din-
ner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 
neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. But when you give a 
feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, because 
they cannot repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.’ When one 
of those who reclined at table with him heard these things, he said to him, ‘Blessed is 
everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!’ But he said to him, ‘A man once 
gave a great banquet and invited many. And at the time for the banquet he sent his 
servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ But 
they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I 
must go out and see it. Please have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have bought five 
yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. Please have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I 
have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So the servant came and reported 
these things to his master. Then the master of the house became angry and said to his 
servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and 
crippled and blind and lame.’ And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has 
been done, and still there is room.’ And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the 
highways and hedges and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I 
tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.’” (ESV)

(See also Rom. 8:19-23, 1 Cor. 6:9-11, Col. 1:11-14, Matt. 6:19-21)
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This Is The Age
By Virginia Brasier

This is the age
Of the half-read page
And the quick hash
And the mad dash

The bright night
With the nerves tight

The plane hop
With the brief stop

The lamp tan
In a short span

The Big Shot
In a big spot

And the brain strain
And the heart pain

And the catnap
Till the spring snaps
And the fun’s done!1

 
1. Can you identify with the poem above? If so, in what ways?

2. Pastor Patrick mentioned the stress epidemic in our culture. 
Quoting author Zack Eswine, he said there is this pressure to 
aspire “as fast and as famously as possible.”2 What is the result, 

both culturally and personally?

3. Do you have a “stress face?” How do you respond, treat or medicate stress in 
your life?

4. Read Rom. 8:19-23. Discuss the broad ramifications of the fall of man in sin (Gen. 
3). As Christians, what are we to be waiting for?

5. In what ways does our enemy (“The prince of the power of the air,” Eph. 2:2) at-
tempt to distract us? How can an incomplete Gospel story cause us to set our 
minds on “earthly things”?3 How does this relate to the Parable of Jesus in Luke 
14:12-24?

DISCUSS

Who Am I?

1Neil Anderson, Living Free In Christ (Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1993), p. 157.
2Zack Eswine, The Imperfect Pastor (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2015).
3The four parts of the Gospel Story: 1. Creation, 2. Fall, 3. Redemption, 4. Restoration. If we neglect the final act of 
the story (restoration) we will seek restoration in this life (i.e. “earthly things”) rather than at the end of all things (e.g. 
this is the error of the so called “Prosperity Gospel.”). 


